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“VOTES FOR. WOMEN. 


Commences 
on Monday, 


Spring Suit (as 
sketch), in good quality 
suiting serge, collar of 
velvet, and deep band, 
bound braid. 


Sale Price 59/6 


— 
— 


<< 
: 
— — — GLA 2 


Coat (as sketch), in new 


fancy pattern, contrast- 


ing shades. Also many 


other designs in best 
quality materials, good 
shapes. Original Price, 
8 guns. 


Price 21/- 


* 
— 
> 
„„ bony 2 
— 
CX 
»* 
Se 


WS 


s. Well cat, 


perfect shapes, and re- 


ble quality. Original 


Prices, 54 & 64 gns. 


49/6 


Sale Price .. .. 


Dainty Rest Gown 


(as sketch), in very rich 


_ quality satin, with new | 


square back and cross- 


— 


over front, with quaint 
old-world fichu of white 


net and imitation filet 


lace. White, black, sky, 


pink, heliotrope. 


Sale Price 49/6 


Net Cap to match,8/11. 


Sale Catalogue post free. 


WIGMORE STREET & WELBECK STREET, W. 


Street Coats (as 
sketch), in good quality 
silk finished broadtail 
‘cloth, lined throughout 
soft silk. 


Sale Price - 59/6 


Dainty Floral 


Crepon Nightdresses 


(as sketch), prett 
on white gro 
effect, finished with 


edging and ribbon 


“Bale Price 25 ve 15/9 


COMMENCES. -_MONDAY, JANUARY 4. 
universal 


need for economy 
demands the exceptional values nom 
offered, Moreover, our stock all Gorringe 
grade goods in full season’s fashion —is 
larger than the normal and must be 
cleared. Hence the extraordinary bar- 
gains in every department (including 
Lingerie, as we do not hold a white sale). : 
The Reductions in every department 
mean CLEARANCE PRICES ia 
FURS, FUR OATS, WINTER 
CATS, MILLINERY, COSTUMES, 
GOWNS and ROBES, BLOUSES, 
UNDERWEAR, HOSIERY, 
CORSETS, GLOVES, DRESS 
MATERIALS, CHILDREN’S OUT- 
All Sale Bargains are our Current Stock. 
We do not buy job lines for sale purposes, ‘ 
SO that all purchases from us during sale 
time are GENUINE GORRINGB GRADE | 


_ GOODS AT BARGAIN PRICES. 
Typical Bargain: — 
K703. — SIMPLE ROBES in’ good 
quality Eolienne, with inner vest of 
White Lawn, ornamented with dainty 
Guipure Motifs and Crochet Buttons. 


and al colours. 29 76 
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A British 
under British Control. 


The Price. 


“Jaeger nof “cheap”; it is good value 
and the finest Hygienic Clothing known. 8 


For Health’s sake for Comfort—and. fr 


practical test soon thi, 


Sold at fixed London prices in all principal towns, 


| 126, Regent Street, W. 102, Kensington High Street, w. 
456, Strand, W. O. 115, Victoria Street, S. W. : 
30, Sloane Street, S. W. 85.86, Cheapside, E. C. 


mmustraled Prize List post free on request, 


1, 1915. 
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measure of success. 


been compelled to practise.” 


be put forward by certain antediluvians as an 
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DEDICATION 


the brave women who to-day are fighting 
: to the noble women whe all down 


THE ‘OUTLOOK 


A ‘Happy New Year, with the twin blessings 
of peace and woman suffrage, to our readers 


: and to all! 


‘US. Activities im 1915 

We wish. to draw. the attention of our readers 
to the account given on page 117 of what the 
United Suffragists propose to do in the coming 
‘year. We may claim that our efforts to keep 
the suffrage. flag flying in spite of the war 
have met with a gratifying and stimulating 
In several instances we 
have, through the columns of this paper and 
by means of meetings; deputations, &c., been 
able to draw public attention to serious abuses 
which made the lot of women in war-time 
harder even than in peace; but never for a 
moment have we lost sight of our single goal, 
the enfranchisement of women; and we have. 
found all over the country a-ready response to 
our faith in our invincible cause. But it would 
be idle to pretend that the fight is an easy 


one, or to deny that the great international 


disaster of war has placed fresh obstacles in 
our way at the same time that it has illus- 
trated afresh the need for suffrage activities. 
We shall win; but we shall not win unless 
we get more and ever more workers. It is for 
this urgent reason that we ask our readers to 
pay special attention to the e out- 
lined on page 117. | 

; Women's Wages and Employment | 

The Nation of December 26, in the course 
of an article on Wages and Unemployment,” 
draws attention to the economic effects of war 
upon women’s. work in the following sentences : 
The case of women-workers also deserves 
grave attention. 


for females: than for males, no compensation 
is here afforded in the shape of enlistment. 
Moreover, a far larger proportion of women are 
occupied in small businesses and in those 
fashion, luxury, and other less organised trades 
which have suffered most through the economies 
which all classes of the consuming public have 
In other words, 

the economic share of women in the war is not 
confined to the well-to-do women who pay 
taxes, not even to women as a anne class 
hard hit by indirect taxes and the rise in the 


_ cost of living: poor working women are 


attacked directly in the only thing that pro- 


tests them from starvation their opportunities 


of employment. The chance of war used to 


argument against women having a share in 


governing their country; after this no one, we 
imagine, can deny that that chance was 
indeed, everything is an argument for women 
having share. 


Distribution of Work 
But our eee, from the Nation raises a 
further question. If it is true (and it is true) 
that women are largely engaged in parasitic 
industries, which contribute luxuries, and not| 
necessities, to the national life, that in itself is a 


degrading and degraded condition which calls 


For although the mid- 
October return showed that in the large busi- 
_ nesses there was a lower rate of contraction 


— 


the campaign 


rated value upon life and property.“ 


for remedy. We are aware that some stern 


anti-suffragist moralists would point to the fact 


as an example of the innate depravity of 
womankind, but we do not ourselves incline te 


that amiable view. The fact is that the pro- 


duction and the consumption of commodities— 
whether luxuries or necessities—are two aspects 
of one social fact, and the production of what 
is useless by certain people is the counterpart 
of the consumption of what is useless by: others. 
Moreover, the delimitation of “ woman’s 
sphere in industry is a thing largely decided 
by the male workers who were earlier in the 
industrial. field: The whole question is one 
of infinite complexity, comprising every detail 
of production, expenditure, and consumption. 
Do men really think that they can settle it 
without the co-operation of women who 1 
duce, consume, spend and earn! . 


The Value of Property . 

The Times of December 26 quotes 4 courage- 
ous sermon preached by the Rev. ‘William. 
McCarthy at St. Peter’s, Great Yarmouth, in 
reference to the East Coast raids. The Ad- 


miralty tells us plainly,’ said the preacher, 


“that it cannot protect us against such raids 
at the cost of a change in the naval plans. It 
is better that we should be bombarded and 
suffer. loss of life and property than that the 
issue of the war should be jeopastions by the 
endeavour to protect us. . . No patriot will 
hesitate to admit that the deitraction of the 
towns on the East Coast would be a small price 
to pay for the safety of England and the Em- 
pire.” Could there be a clearer case of what 
we recently described as children in the firing 
line? The women and children of the East 
Coast are indeed called upon to take their share 
of the risks which are to ensure the success of 
They are publicly acknow- 
ledged to be taking that share! The preacher 
went on to suggest that “ we ‘place an exagge- 
Well, 
that is what suffragists have always said, with 
the reservation that the only life they con- 
sidéred it right to hold lightly was their own. 


Famous Detective on Women's Votes 

Mr. William J. Burns, the famous American 
detective, speaking at a New York suffrage 
meeting; said that through twenty-five years’ 
experience in American cities he had come to 
see that suffragists in working for the fran- 
chise were promoting good citizenship, and that 
woman suffrage was necessary to bring about 
many reforms. He added that when women 
had got the vote they would select those who 
were most fitted for public work, and that they 
would soon make the cities fit places for the 
children to grow up in; and he ended his 
speech by saying: 
White Slave problem into the hands of a selected 
group of women in this city whom J could name, 
| and give them the power men have: They would 
soon clear it up.” English. detectives please 


copy 
State Protection of Vice 
In a powerful article in last week’s Herald 
Mr. Lansbury strongly protests against, the 
order which is now being put into force in 


“I wish I could put the 


several towns forbidding “certain women” to 
be out after 7 p.m., 


the way in which the military authorities, 
taking no count of the morality, but only of 


the physical health of the troops, merely en- 


deavour to prevent them coming in contact 
with diseased women by what is really state 
regulation of vice under martial law, without 


different direction during their leisure hours, 
and so to prevent their being forced to fall back 
upon vice as-their only relaxation. Mr. Lans- 
bury suggests that entertainments, reading- 
rooms, &c., should be provided for the soldiers 
by a National Committee formed by the 
Government, so that their leisure time may be 


ends his article by calling on all men and 


of the military powers, and at the same time 
order to provide some genuine means whereby 


spend the long winter .. in comfort and 
decency.” | 


nens of Interest 
The biennial congress of the International 
held on neutral territory in Holland instead. 


found of uniting all the women of the world, 


European War, at some neutral centre. 


will has been sent to the women of Germany 
and Austria, signed by a hundred well-known 
Englishwomen, headed by Miss Emily Hob- 
house. 


Fifty women of Weskington met 


together at Mrs. Christian Hemmick's and 


formed themselves into a temporary peace com- 
mittee at the suggestion of Mrs. Pethick Law- 
rence that American women should organise 

for the furtherance of a constructive peace .; 


policy. 


Liberals, and in the upshot it seems likely that 
there will be four candidates in the field. Such 
is the political truce! 


a sense of irreparable loss. 
Full of life and energy, of ardent temperament, 
she possessed a notable gift for making converts. 


brought her innumerable friends. 


for her principles. 
laboured with unceasing courage until last summer, 
when, although fast failing in health, she volun- 


liberty to the magistrate, was discharged. It was 


her last public act. 


means by which she heard the call to sacrifice, and 
found the dying way to life.“ 


in order to protect the 
health of the troops. He vehemently condemns 


in any way trying to direct their energies in a 


filled with rational healthy recreation. He 


women, especially men with votes who can speak 
with authority, to protest against the action 


demand that a committee shall be formed in 


the men, isolated from home and friends, may 


Women's Suffrage Alliance, which was to have 
been held in Berlin in 1915, may possibly be 


It is much.to be hoped that some means may be 


who are engaged in a conflict incomparably ö 
greater in proportion to all time than the 


An open Christmas letter of peace and good- 


As we go to press the eden vacancy still 
gives the Liberal party great uneasiness. Mr. 
Masterman is most unacceptable to many 


* 


To her many suffrage friends the death of Florence : 
Canning at Brighton on Christmas Eve will bring : 


Her untiring and devoted work for the cause and 
activity in speaking won her audiences all over 
England, while her rare graces of mind and body 


She laid aside her work as an artist to join the 
W. S. P. U. in 1906, and soon suffered imprisonment — 
From thenceforward she 


teered for the deputation to the King and was 
arrested, but, owing to her impressive speech on 


As a member of the Church League for W. S. Exe- | 
cutive, and of the Penal Reform League, her in- ; 
terests were broad and varied, and maintained to 
the last; above all supreme was the passionate love 
of freedom, the intense spiritual conviction, that 
made the cause she served with her whole heart the 4 
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FOR WOMEN, 


Subscriptions to the paper should be sent to 
The Publisher, VOTES FOR WOMEN, 2, 
Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, F. C. 


The terms are, post free, 6s. Gd. annual 
subscription, 35. $d. for siz months inside the 
United Kingdom, 8s. Sd. (2dols. 25cents) and 
4, 44 
advance. 
8 The paper can be obtained from all news- 
‘. agents and bookstalls. In New York, at 
Brentano's; Messrs. Thacker, Spink, and Co., 
Caloutta; and at Handel House, Ltd., Eloff 
Street, Johannesburg. 


OPPOSITE THE BRITISH MUSEUM. 


This large and well-a TEMPERANG: On “HOTEL 


has Passenger Lift,. Electric Light rom hou 
on * floor, Spacious Dining, Drawing, —— 
moking ms. Fireproof Floors. Perfect 


— 2 hone. Night Porter. Bedroom. 

ance, and Table d' Hite Brotkfast, Single 22 5s. 

7a: Gd. With Table d' Hote Dinner, Tull 

Tariff’ and Testimonials on 1 827 
Address: Thackeray; London.” 


FREE CHURCH LEAGUE FOR WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 
SERVICE AT WESTBOURNE PARK CHAPEL 


(NEAR WESTBOURNE. GROVE), 


Preacher, Rev. Dr. CLIFFORD, M. A. 
(Presipent F. C. L. W. S.), 


On SUNDAY, JANUARY 10th, at 7 p.m. 
Subject-WOMEN AND WAR. 


SPECIAL PRAYERS AND. HYMNS. 


INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S FRANCHISE CLUB 


GRAFTON STREET, PICCADILLY, W. 
FOR MEN AND WOMEN, 


SU BSORIPTIONS: 
London Members (Resident within 15 miles of Charing Cross) per 
annum One Guinea (Entrance Fee One Guinea). 
Country Members J oe sna and Wales) per annum One Guinea 
(No Entrance 
€ountry Members (Ireland and Scotland) per annum 10s. 6d. 
(No Entrance Fee). 
sy Members (Resident abroad) yh annum 10s. 6d. (No 
trance Fee). Valuable Reference Library 
for Members. Non-members enrolled as Associates by paying 
Sd. per annum. Luncheons, 18. & 18. 6d. Dinners, is. & 18. 9d. 


All particulars~SEcrRETARY. Tel.: 3932 Mayfair. . 


BOOKS WHICH MAKE FOR 
fod » poncard HEALTH AND 
„ HAPPINESS 


~ 


7 4 


THE HEALTHY LIFE BEVERAGE BOOK. Gy Valentine Knaggs, 
Le., etc. A remarkable and invaluable com ium. of | 
Autritive, refreshing, curative, and tonie ee encyclo- | 


piedia of useful facts. Is. net. Postage 2d 


mass tion: ITS CAUSE AND CURE. By u. Vatontine 
Ag L.RO.P. 2nd Edition. Opens up a new era in rational curative 
1 methods. Is. net. Postage 2d. 


AND CRESS. M. Valentine Knaggs, IL. A. G. p. 2nd 
Interesting folk-Iore and valuable information concern 


ing these two priceless purifiers-of the blood. 6d. net. Postage 1d,- | 

C. W. DANIEL, Ltd., — 

3, Amen Corner, 
London, E. C. 


HEALTHY LIFE. 
2 Sane, Lively, Interesting, 
| thas makes for 
healthy living. 

ONE PENNY, POCKET SIZE. 


Ion sale at all Bookstalls. Get. 

copy fo-day, or send ls. 64. to 
2 blisher for a year’s post 
tree supply. 


* 


(Idol. i1Scents) abroad, payable in 


The Most Delicate. 
LACES MUSLINS 
LAWNS SILKS 


DRESSED IN AN ALTOGETHER SUPERIOR STYLE 
Eguat ro Nxw. 


Strafford Road, Acton, W. 


Telephone ds Chiswick.. 


| couzars 


* ARTHUR'S | 


WESTBOURNE GROVE, W. 
For Best Quality Meat, and Provisiofis. Fish, 
and Game, Flowers, Fruit 


4: Vegetables, Bread 
| tectionery, Irohmongery, Chins and Glass Goals — 
Country Orders of £1 and upwards Carta Free. ~ 
AR Goods are of the Free dna Best Quality at Reasonable 


W. CLARKE & SON’S 
Celebrated Coals. . 
ALL RELIABLE. QUALITIES.!! 


95, QUEEN’S ROAD, Bayswater, W. 


1842, 
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Telegraphic Address :—Votfowom, Fleet. London. 
Telephone:—Holborn 5880 (2 
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‘VICTORY IN 1915! 


The vote deferred maketh the heart sick. 
There is no hope, no desire, that. does not bruise 
itself ever more passionately against frustration 
when that frustration is repeated and pro- 
longed. But the hope and desire of service— 
the need to help those who so obviously need 
help, to rectify what is so obviously wrong—the 
frustration of this is the hardest. of all to bear. 
Every new year we suffragists wish one another, 
not rest after our labours, not the guerdon of 
personal or sectional endeavour, but a fair field 
and no favour for our activities as members of 
a community, and for our love towards our 
fellows. Each year since the agitation. started | 
we have been denied. The past twelve months} 
have in many ways been especially deplorable. 
To read our “ Story of the Year” is to recognise 
how, in the first half of 1914, the screw of 
| oppression was twisted tighter and tighter, the 
chains more cruelly rivetted: and during the 
second half of the year, the blackness of war 
has seemed to obliterate all social. hopes alike, 
and te concentrate the attention of the civilised 
world upon the destruction ‘of civilisation. 

Let us give full weight to these unhappy facts. 
No soldier of freedom can afford to ignore the 
strength of the opposing forces. But still less— 
and this is the essential of Our New Year's 
message; to our readers and ourselves—ean any 
soldier afford to be sick at heart. Our victory 


simplest possible way, that the sum of human 


I misery is unnecessarily increased: that social | 


‘measures are neglected which might be passed : 

that babies are starved who might be fed: that 
national disasters are courted which might be 
averted. Our victory is deferred: but it is in- 
evitable. Even though there seem, at times, 
to be reverses, by the mere passage of time we 
are always nearer our goal. And this New Year| 
; ‘in particular—now, if possible, more than ever 


Position, count our losses and gains, make our 
dispositions —and advance. Let us go forward 
with not merely the wish that 1915 may see the 
weapon of the vote placed in our hands, but 
with the resolute determination that it shall. 

gs When the European War began, it was * 


women. 
justified if we consider the effect of the war on 
the minds of kindly and decent men. Over and 


is deferred: and that means, to put it, in the 


is it necessary for us to take stock ef our ö 


Aimed that the spirit of unselfish devotion which 


women unanimously showed might open the 
eyes of even our Liberal Government to the 
mere waste of high purpose and practical activity 
that had been involved in the exclusion of 
women from civic rights. As the war pro- 
gressed, and it became ever more terribly clear 
that women were concerned in war, that they 
did. —as we suffragists. have always known and 
said—bear their full share of the horrors and 
the sufferings @ new hope arose amid the 
universal sorrow. It seemed impossible that any 
body of men would fajl to realise how wise and 
just would bs the extension of the vote to 
Now this. hope is, in fact, not un- 


over again, from the trenches, from the hos- 


pitals, from the streets, has come in one form 


or another the argument: “ Women suffer and 


strive with us: let them be citizens along with 


us.” But, frankly, as far as the small dominant 
cliques of our rulers and administrators ares 
concerned, no such sense of justice seems to 
exist. Women may be killed, or see their babies 
killed before their eyes; women may be taxed 
more and more heavily to meet the costs of a 
war they have not made: but, instead of their 
being enfranchised as an admission of their 
share in the nation's loss and effort, they are 
ever more hard pressed, ever more harshly 
jostled out of even such rights and privileges as 
they had before. It is true the War Office and 
the Home Office have climbed down, under 
pressure, from the position they had taken up 
with regard to soldiers“ wives, and are now pre- 
tending (instead of frankly and publicly with- 
drawing the obnoxious orders) that their in- 
tention from the first was an amiable one. But 
women do not want amiability as a substitute 
for equality. They want justice, they want the 
vote. 
Everyone hopes that the coming year will see 
an end of the European War. While those 
| horroys continue, we all seem to live and move 
and have our being under the oppression of a 
black and heavy cloud. Suffragists long as 
passionately 4s anyone for peace on earth. 
They long, indeed, more passionately, for they 


long for real peace. They ask themselves 
whether the coming of international agreement 


is to leave unhealed all the internal sores of each 
nation; whether the casualties. of war are to 
be remorselessly followed, as always: before, by 
the casualties of everyday ; ; whether denial and a 
frustration, coercion and oppression, are to pre- 
vail in lands whose armies have been sent out 
to fight in the names of liberty and justice. 
They ask themselves whether neither: peace and 
prosperity nor war and terror can soften the 


heart of the unjust, and bring consistency to the 


thoughts of these whose lips prefess such moving 
devotion to the cause of freedom. They ask 
themselves whether the next bill for woman 
suffrage is to be torn up like a scrap of paper. 
They ask themselves whether January, 1916, is 
to find them still wishing one another the mere 
weapon of the vote, without whick they cannot 
enter upon their main e 
world. 
They ask themselves these questions, and they : 
tell themselves such a state of things shall not 
be if by any devotion or any exertion it can 
be prevented. Not in any sickness of heart, 
not in doubt, not im hesitation, but in the con- 


fidence that comradeship: gives, and in the quiet 


| assurance of victory, suffragists are now 8 


to suffragists: Vote in 
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VOTES Fang WOMEN. | 


THE TREATMENT PROSTITUTES 


Dear Editors, May I draw attention to two 
points raised by Mr. Laurence Housman in his 
article Hush-Money ! Referring to the new 
order issued under martial law in Cardiff and 
elsewhere, he says:—- 

(1) “ Women of loose character are not to go 
out of doors between seven in the evening and 
eight in the morning.” 

In Cardiff, the order, I understand, refers to 
prostitutes. What is the legal definition of a 
prostitute? The Manual of Vigilance Law 
states that prostitution may be proved for the 
purpose of the Towns Police Clauses Act, 1847, 
“by previous convictions or by frequent acts of 
solicitation on the same night.” I infer that 
no distinction is made between those women 
who, like men, are licentious for pleasure, and 
those who are licentious for gain or as a means 
of livelihood. ke 
At a public meeting held in Cardiff by the 


United Suffragists, the chairman, who is a 


magistrate, stated in reply to a question that 


when a woman is charged under the new order 
evidence is not required that she is at the time 


a prostitute, but that the court assumes her | 


to be a prostitute if she is known by her 
previous convictions, It appears, then, that if 
a woman has been convicted in the past of 
solicitation, it is assumed, under Martial Law, 
without proof, that she is “a common prosti- 
tute” now and for ever, and her movements 
are to be controlled by the police on that as- 
sumption. We may assume that the order that 
she must not be out after 7 p.m. aims at pre- 
venting her from soliciting, and if she were 
licgntious for pleasure only, as a man, this 
might prevent her from molesting men, and I 
would wish only a similar order were extended 
to those men who molest women. But if by a 
prostitute is meant a woman who is licentious 
ag a means of livelihoéd, how can such an order 
be really effective? We may expect her to aim 
at circumventing it, and when she fails go to 
prison, and when she comes out try again to 
circumvent it, and so renew the weary round. 
Under the new Cardiff order the convicted 
women were put in prison for sixty-two days. 
Even in normal times, and still more under 
present conditions of the labour market, is 
there the remotest chance that sixty-two da 
in prison will enable them to be economically 
and mentally independent on their release! 
(2) And for lack of the usual supply to their 
undiminished demand they (i.e., men of loose 
character) will turn elsewhere, and women not 
of loose character will pay the price. 
The suggestion here seems to be that women 
not of loose character should resent the im- 
prisonment or detention indoors of “ women of 
loose character, because their absence from the 
streets will expcse ‘‘ women not of loose charac- 
ter to greater danger of temptation or assault 
from. men. I recall certain ges in the 
Preface to Abdul Hamid ’s Daughter 
descriptive of the attitude of mind of Turkish 
wives of monogamous husbands towards the un- 
acknowledged wives, but are there still women 
in Great Britain who desire to secure advantage 
to themselves by the sacrifice of those whom 
they pity and despise? The prostitute is a girl 


under twenty-one years of age, or, if over 


_ twenty-one, then usually a woman who was 
seduced when under twent-one years of age. 
She is a girl or woman who lacks self-control 
economically and mentally—relatively to the 
strain of her environment and of her desires. 
If women are willing to have their safety secured 
by leaving those of their fellow-women who are 
economically and mentally less independent than 
themselves on the street, they are comparable 
to soldiers putting their wounded in front of the 
firing line. 

Women must face this question, and face the 
risks, Until we do we cannot hope to cope 


with the question of prostitution and sweating. 


I suggest (1) that women must consider and or surprisingly nasty-minded. Mr. Blatchford, 


To the Editors of Votes ror WOMEN, 


answer whether prostitition, in the sense of yield- 
ing the body for gain, should remain a lawful 
trade for women. : 

(2) If not we must demand that no woman 
shall be convicted of prostitution except on 
evidence. 

(3) If it can be proved that a woman is wholly 
or partly dependent for her living on titu- 
tion she is thereby proved to be unable to 
manage herself and her affairs.“ 

(4) In that event she should be placed in some 
form of school,.asylum, or reformatory until 
she can be educated or re-educated up to the 
point of being economically and mentally able 
“to manage herself and her affairs, i., for 
an indefinite time, as is done in the case of 
those of unsound mind. 

(5) Such institutions should be of varying 
types adapted to the needs of the differing types 
of women to be dealt with. Great harm is done 
by assuming all prostitutes are of the same type. 

(6) Before determining to which institution 
a prostitute should be sent, she should first go 
into a local home, which should act as a sorting 
house. 

(7) Such homes, schools, asylums, and re- 
formatories should be maintained out of public 
funds, and be under Government supervision. 

(8) Would it be possible, having regard to 
the present especially difficult position of women 


“ until the end of the war, when the whole 
question could be again considered in the light 
of experience gained by the experiment? Mariy 
women now prostitutes can never be able to 
manage themselves and their affairs; they have 
been hopelessly crippled, and should remain for 
life in an asylum, but some of the younger ones 
might get a start in an industrial school which 
would enable them to hold up, once the labour 
market is again normal.—Yours, &c., 
ERIR Evans, M. B. 

23, Dumfries Place, Cardiff. je 


[We gladly give prominence to the abeyv 
letter, which presents certain aspects of the case 
in an arresting manner; but we do not agree 
with its proposals, for the all-sufficient reason 
that no 8 for legislation and administra- 
tion can acceptable to suffragists until 
women have the vote. We cannat believe that 
the author of the letter herself, if she refers 
to her 1288 (4), can contemplate without 
fear and horror the pewer that would be put 
into the hands of the male police, magistrates, 
c., by any such regulation. Imprisonment 
“for an indefinite time” is in any case ‘a 
dangerous and unjust thing; but that women 
should be so imprisoned while their interests 
are not defended by the votes of their sisters 
is, to us, unthinkable. We regard this letter 
as an example of how essentially wrong all 


in the labour market, to obtain legislative power | legislation is bound to be failing votes far 
or to adopt present powers in this direction] women.—Ep. V. ron W.| 25 


MEN BARRACK 


By T. O'Meara 


“T am at home on first Thursdays,” says 
Mrs. Gilbey, in Fanny’s First Play,” tearfully 
recounting the joys of home life which her son 
has forsaken for the primrose path, “and we 
have the Knoxes to dinner every Friday. Mrs. 
Knox is very religious, but she’s quite cheerful. 
So that’s two evenings of pleasure a week—what 
more can the boy want?” To which Miss Dora 
Delaney responds with admirable promptitude, 
„Woll, he wants me, old dear; and that’s the 
long and short of it! 

Just so do our elderly clerics, our well-mean- 
ing social workers, all the protectors of our pro- 

tectors, in fact, stand forth with their scandal- 
ised appeal to the general public: “ These youn 
fellows have an abundance of boiled beef an 
bread and jam; they get up at six o'clock to 
do their drill, they have musketry instruction 
all the affernoon, and route marches every 
week. The YM. C. A. has put up a mission tent 
for them ; it’s very religious, but it’s quite cheer- 
ful, and the Vicar gives them a sacred concert 
in the Parish Hall on Sundays. What more 
can the boys want?” : 

Well, old dear, they want us, and that’s the 
long and short. of it! Oh, yes, it is very shock- 
ing; it is against all rule and precedent; for 
the world is a man’s world, and complete segre- 
gation of the sexes a pious ideal in the eyes of 
many good folk of the Almroth Wright variety. 

And when a young men throws up his job, 
leaves his- home, and plunges into the hardest, 
driest routine of plain living and hard work, 
with the p of being gloriously shot at 
the end of it, he should be only too thankful 
to get shut of us—and yet he isn't! Amazin 

oung man! Disgraceful young man! He sti 
3 in the most inexplicable way for some- 
thing, and that something is the : 
Feminine. 

For if anyone says, and seriously believes, 
that the lack of plaster-saintship amongst single 
men in barracks can be explained by an impulse 
no more complex than the simple impulse of an 

animal towards its mate, they are either surpris- 
ingly lacking in knowledge of human nature, 


perary (mystical s 


5 


one of the strongest advocates of military train- 
ing for the entire youth of the nation, puts the 
case very plainly and clearly when he says: 


Barrack life is bad. Barrack life always will be 
bad. It is never good for a let of men to live 
| together apart from home and feminine influences. 


It is not good for women to live and work in com-. 


munities of women. The sexes react upon each 
other; each provides for the other a natural re- 
straint, a wholesome ineentive. | 


To supplement this, we have the reiterated 
statement by the military authorities that where 
the camp or the barracks is situated within a 
reasonable distance of the youngster’s native 
town, so that he can spend at least part of his 
spare time at home (though it be only at home 
with mother and the girls’’), the particular 
class of evils which are arousing panic amongst 
the protectors. of our protectors elsewhere are 
practically non-existent. In plain fact, every 
single man in barracks, whether consciously or 
not, is a feminist. He cannot stand a man- 
made, man- ruled, man-inhabited world; he will 
risk quite horrible dangers to escape from it, 
and no amount of lecturing or preaching or 
signing of pledges can force him into the un- 
natural path of the ascetic Anti.“ A, 

The camp is the State in embryo,” says Miss 
Cicely Hamilton; the soldier the citizen in 
embryo,” and what holds good of the one holds 
2 of the other. A State which only acknow- 
edges the existence of its male inhabitants is 


as unhealthy and bad a place to.live in as 4 


barracks. Germany (for example) has been for 
years boasting of the fact that she is, as far 
as circumstances permit, a “single nation ix 
barracks.” We now perceive that she has not 
grown into a plaster saint. And, curiously 
enough, as I write this last sentence, there comes 


il} to me from down the street the roar of several 


hundred young recruits, assuring me with the 
utmost emphasis that, when they reach Tip- 
bol now of all Promised 

nds) and the beloved society of the sweetest 
girl they know, they will bid good-bye to Picca- 
dilly and farewell to Leicester Square. I de 


not think we have any reason to doubt them. 


But oh! it is a long, long way to Tipperary! 
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When the year 1914 dawned Europe was at 
of peace. But in this country there was no peace. 
4 Owing to the refusal of the Government to 
oa redeem its pledges to women, a section of Suffra- 
gists, belonging to the Women’s Social and 

Political Union, were in open rebellion, while 
in the ranks of the Liberal Party serious dis- 
sensions were evident owing to a division of 
opinion on this vital question. 
The Liberal Party and Woman Suffrage 
On New Year’s Day, the Daily Chronicle 
published an interview with Mr. Lloyd George, 
in which he is reported to have said that a 
_ conviction of the necessity for enfranchising 


is, I am sure, seizing hod so ween | on some of 
the * minds in the country, especially among the 
Progressive forces, that the presen position must 
soon become intolerable for the Liberal Party.“ 


In the same week the Nation,.in a leading 
article, defined the refusal of the Liberal Party 
to apply its own principles to women as “ the 
chief cloud on the political horizon”; and the 
Daily News spoke in similar terms. Among 
minor incidents the Coventry Liberal Executive 
agreed not to nominate their sitting Member, 
Mr. D. M. Mason, again, on account of his op- 
position to the Government on various ques- 
tions, the chief of these being woman suffrage. 
But when Parliament met on February 10 
there was not a mention of woman suffrage in 
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* the King's Speech, though a deferential allu- 
eo sion was made to the Ulster rebels, and many 
Re — Bills were foreshadowed which closely affected 
women. 


| Suffrage Abroad 

A significant circumstance at the beginning 
of the year was the advertisement of the Pacific 
Coast special number of the Times, with the 
words “ How Women Won the Vote on the 


es Pacific Coast, showing that even this Anti- 
= _ suffrags organ found it profitable to give 
5 suffrage news. In the United States the Con- 
* gressional Suffrage Amendment was awaiting 


its third reading in the Senate, but was skill 

blocked in the House for want of a Suffrage 

Committee which the Suffragists were working 

to secure. In Germany, a Woman Suffrage Bill 

was discussed for the first time in the Reichs- 

. tag; and in Sweden a Woman Suffrage 

* measure was foreshadowed in the King’s Speech 
— at the opening of Parliament. 


Formation of the U.S. and the EL. F. S. 

The month of February was signalised by the 
opening of the new Session and by the forma- 
tion of the new and powerful suffrage organisa- 
tion of men and women, the United Suffragists, 
the first of its kind to be officered by an equal 
number of men and women, working on equal 
terms. The aims of this Society, of which 
Vores ror Women has since become the official 
organ, and the names of those connected with 
it are too well known to our readers to need 
enumeration. About the same time Miss Sylvia 

Pankhurst's organisation in the East End 
separated from the W.S.P.U. and became a 

* distinct society, known as the East London 
ae Federation of the Suffragettes. 

* The Suffragist Rebels 


; While the Government sought to conciliate 
i the Ulster rebels, only steps of repression were 
a taken against the women they had goaded into 
open rebellion. At the beginning of 1914 they 
again set the Cat and Mouse Act in motion 
against Miss Sylvia Pankhurst, amongst others, 


THE 1914 


preceding J uly, when she had been 3 to 
three months’ imprisonment in default of being 
bound over. About this time it was stated in 
the Press that the losses from fire attributed to 
the Suffragettes during 1913 amounted to 
£237,000. An outburst of fresh militancy at 
the opening of Parliament resulted in the im- 
prisonment of ssven members of the Women’s 
Freedom League for obstruction, and in the 


Hill Square from the police, who arrested 
another woman by mistake, and had subse- 
quently to release her. This ruse was repeated 
‘successfully in Glebe Place, Chelsea, a week or 
two later. 


Constitutional Efforts 
Constitutional efforts were merely flouted by 


the Government. Mr. Asquith refused to re- 


ceive a deputation either from the mass meeting 
held by the N.U,W.S.S. in the Albert Hall in 
February, at which between 200 and 300 Trade 
Unions and Labour organisations were repre- 
sented, or from the Northern Men’s Federation, 
consisting of Scottish Bailes, and other impor- 
tant citizens. The latter, under Mrs. Arncliffe 
Sennett’s leadership, held protest meetings in 
the Memorial Hall and Trafalgar Square. The 
universal indignation roused by the Prime 
Minister’s attitude was not appeased by his 
statement to a deputation from the Trade Union 
Congress that all the Government 8 3 to 
women had been carried out. 


Foreible Feeding 


In fulfilment of a promise made to a deputa- 
tion from the W.S.P.U., the Bishop of London 
visited Holloway Gaol early 3 in the year to learn 
for himself the truth about forcible feeding, 
which was then being inflicted upon Miss Kitty 
Marion, Miss Phyllis Brady and Miss Rachel 
Peace. His report on his visit whitewashed the 
Government. Similar deputations were also re- 
ceived by ths Archbishop of Canterbury and 
many of the Bishops: The scandal, however, 
continued to such an extent that on February 
24 certain members of a deputation of distin- 
guished men and women, who had vainly sought 
an interview with Mr. Asquith on the subject, 
attempted afterwards to hold a protest meeting 
from the foot of the Richard Cour de Lion 
statue opposite the House of Lords. Six of 
them—Mrs. D. A. Thomas, Mr. Laurence Hous- 
man, Mr. Francis Meynell, Mr. Henry W. 
Nevinson, Miss Katherine Haig, and Mr. H. D. 
Harben (the first four being members of the 
U.S.)—were arrested and brought up at Bow 
Street, where they all made stirring speeches 


from the dock. Sir John Dickinson, after in 


vain trying to induce them to be bound over, 
discharged them unconditionally. 


A Miniature General Election : 

At the end of February by-elections took 
place in South Bucks, Leith Burghs, Poplar and 
Bethnal Green. The United Suffragists opposed 
the Government candidate throughout, and at 
Bethnal Green, where Mr. Masterman was op- 
posed by Mr. John Scurr as well as by the 
Unionist candidate, all the suffrage forces were 
united against the new Cabinet Minister, who was 
defeated. The U.S. concentrated principally on 
the Poplar. contest, where they were instrumen- 
tal in reducing the Liberal majority of 1,829 to 


278. ‘Phe rejection of the Liberal candidate at 


Leith was also attributable to the Suffragists, 


who was rearrested for the fifth time since the 


* Mr. Asquith's n to the Scottish Bailies 


clever escape of Mrs. Pankhurst in Campden | Peas 


| the country; windows were smashed in the 


Fife became necessary. 


married woman was aggravated. rather than 


great indignation being felt both on account 


and of the forcible feeding of Miss Moorhead Ss 
Calton Gaol, Edinburgh, whence she was hur- 
riedly released suffering from double pneumonia. 


More Militancy 


The violent re-arrest in March both of Mrs. 
Pankhurst and her daughter Sylvia, the one 
when speaking at a meeting in St. Andrew’s 
Hall, Glasgow, and the other on her way to-. gree 
ble demonstration in Trafalgar Square, 
produced a fresh outburst of rebellion. Miss 

Mary Richardson slashed with a hatchet the 
famous Rokeby Venus in the National Gallery, 

for which she was sentenced to six months’ im- 
prisonment. Incendiarism broke out all over 


Home Office and Mr. McKenna’s house; Dr. 

Devon, the Scottish Prison Commissioner, was 
attacked by: a woman with a whip; and a public. 
panic set in, resulting in the closing of art gal- 
leries and museums everywhere. About this 
time commenced the suffragist attempts to ad- 
dress the King and Queen in public places, such 
#s Olympia and the Palladium, and also the suf- 
fragist intercessions in church, which continued 
all through the summer, and were attended 
with great violence on the part of vergers and- 
others who ejected the women, especially in St. 

Paul's Cathedral and the Brompton | 


rue Political Campaign | 

In April, Mr. Asquith, having saved the 
Ulster situation momentarily by appointing 
himself Minister of War, a by-election in East 
Suffragists at once 
poured into the constituency, nearly every Suf- 
frage Society of importance being represented ; 
but no contest ensued, Mr. Asquith being re- 
turned unopposed. At the end of the month 
the Plural Voting Bill passed its second reading 
in the House of Commons, five of the I.L.P. _ 
members voting for it and the other two merely 
abstaining, though they had a mandate from 
the I.L.P. Conference to vote against it in the 
interests of Woman Suffrage. The U.S. circu- | 
larised the I. L. P. branches on the subject, and 
in many cases received sympathetic replies. 


‘Suffrage in the House of Lords 

An interesting debate took place in the 
House of Lords on May 5 and 6, when Lord 
Selborne introduced a Woman Suffrage Bill to 
enfranchise women on the municipal register. 
It was rejected by a majority of 44 votes, but 
the debate was distinguished by powerful 
speeches in favour of the Bill from the Bishops 
of Oxford and London, Lord Lytton “and 
others, while the merest platitudes were uttered 
by Lord Curzon and those in opposition. The 
‘Government opposed it, Lord Crewe intimat- 
ing, however, that he would not necessarily 
vote against a Government measure. 


Married women 8 Tax 


By Mr. Lloyd George’ s new proposals in his 
Budget introduced in May, the position of the 


improved. The increase of the income tax 
from 18. 2d. to 18. 4d. swelled the amount. of 
the marriage tax; and the number of women 
penalised by this pooling of the incomes of 
husbend and wife were widely extended by 


some of the new proposals vegarding both in- 
come and super-taxæ. 


The Bishop of. London's Bill oe 
The Bishop of London's Bill for raising the 
age of consent and strengthening in other ways 
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‘immoral men was read a second time in the 


House of Lords at the end of April, the pro- 


moter consenting that the Committee stage 


amendments were not ready. 


should be put off until July, as the Home Office 
That this 


lame excuse was merely indicative of the 


Government’s dislike to the Bill was 2 in 

uly, when the Bill was crippled in the House 
of Lords by the Government's amendments and 
killed in the House of Commons by the Prime 


Minister's refusal to give time for it. Suffra- 
‘gists were left to comment on the fact that, a 
‘month or two before, the women of Victoria, 


who have votes, were able to get the age of 
consent raised from 16 to 18. 


ur. Masterman Defeated Again 
Mr. Masterman again sought re-election at 


Ipswich in May, and was again defeated, his 


failure being undoubtedly due to the exposure 


by Suffragists of the Government’s torture of 


women and of his own bad suffrage record. 


The Government was also defeated about the 
same time in N. E. Derbyshire. a 


rue evolutionary Campaign 
The ated and savage re- arrests of Mrs. 
Pankhurst, her daughter, and other mice, 


under the infamous Cat and Mouse Act; the 
brutal ill- treatment of those of the women who 
were forcibly fed in prison, and the Govern- 
_-ment’s callous disregard of the causes of the suff- 


Fear. 


rage revolution led to a continual succession of 
violent acts throughout the first half of the 
Pictures in the National, the Tate and 


the Doré Galleries were damaged, churches, 
cricket pavilions, race stands and other struc- 


officials 


meetings by 


tures burnt to the ground, windows smashed, 

and prison doctors 
Heckling was carried on vigorously at political 
the Unite 


W. S. P. U., and the M.P.U. Cabinet Ministers, 


on their rare public appearances, were guarded 
as if against an armed force. The policy of 


terrorism intensified; on one occasion a Mr. 


Atkinson from Poplar was so roughly handled 
by the police that 


brought an action against 
a police inspector, who, however, was acquitted 
in spite of what seemed overwhelming evidence 
to the contrary. But the agitation went on. 
Deputation to the King 
On May 21, Mrs. Pankhurst; during one 
of her brief periods of liberty, headed a depu- 
tation of women to Buckingham Palace, there 


to lay the women’s grievances before the King: 


himself. The King yielded to his advisers and 


refused to see them; the police broke up the 


deputation at Hyde Park Corner, and treated | 


its members with a savagery that has never 


been equalled even during the eight years of 


the militant agitation. The worst horrors of 


Black Friday were repeated, and the mounted 


: prison, was followed 


men used their truncheons on the defenceless 
women, who in many cases were injured seri- 
ously. Many arrests were made, and an even- 
ing paper that gave a truthful account of what 
happened in its early edition, appeared in its 
later form with the incriminating details 
excised.) | 
The Demand for Scaips 

An outcry in the Press, demanding that the 
hunger-strikers should be allowed to die in 
a debate on the question 


in the House, when Mr. McKenna practically 


admitted that the support of the militants by 


Wilitants themselves made ib both im 
and inexpedient for him to adopt this course. 


a very large number of people who were not 
possible 


He promised that steps should be taken with a 
view to attacking the funds of these wealthy 


supporters of militancy; but, partly owing to 


legal difficulties surrounding these proceedings 
and partly to the outbreak of war, nothing in 
this direction was ever accomplished. _ ioe 
; Raid on the W. S. P. U. ortiees 
A police raid on the W. S. P. U. offices, where 
Miss Grace Roe was arrested, was followed by 


raids on other W. S. P. U., centres of activity, 


including several private dwellings; and various 


a“ 


> 


Suffragists, the 


arrests on a charge of conspi to commit 
damage to property were made. Then followed 
terrible scenes in Courts. A new policy was 
adopted by the women of refusing to allow the 
proceedings in Court to take place; they 
struggled the whole time to get free, and kept 
up @ continuous commentary in order to drown 
the voices of the prosecution. Although uncon- 
victed prisoners, bail was refused them} and 


| they were forcibly fed to keep them in prison. 


Their emaciated appearance in the dock, the 
injustice of their conviction on the flimsiest evi- 
dence, their renewed torture in prison after 
conviction—all these things, though they hap- 
pened only just before the summer holiday, 
seem now like a nightmare that no civilised 
nation could have allowed to ccme true. 


Peaceable Efforis Igaored 


While repression was the only method em- 
ployed by the Government to quell the anarchy 
brought about entirely by their indefensible 
treatment of a great movement, they were heed- 
less of the great political campaign that was 
going on simultaneously all over the country. 
Tbe United Suffragists held packed meetings in 
the Portman Rooms, the Kingsway Hall, the 
Essex Hall, gathering together on each occasion 
a brilliant array of speakers drawn from every 
section of the community. A deputation of 
Irish. Suffragists that came over in June to 
interview Mr. Asquith and Mr. Redmond were 
permitted to see neither, and Mrs. Sheehy 
Skeffington was ejected from the House of Com- 
mons for her protest in the Lobby. The East 
London Suffragettes, thousands strong, con- 
ducted a deputation of working women to West- 
minster, where they were put off with an 
interview with the Chief Whip, while their 
leader, Miss Sylvia Pankhurst, was re-arrested 
for the ninth time on the way there. 


Sylvia Pankhurst's Vigil ‘ 

It was on Miss Pankhurst’s release, a week or 
so later, that she drove straight from prison to 
the House of Commons; to demand of the Prime 
Minister that he should receive the working 
women. She was too weak to stand, and when 
refused admittance had to be laid on the steps 
of the Hous2, where she stated her intention of 
remaining until Mr. Asquith gave in. 


lace in this dramatic movement, and it 
reached a great climax when the message came 
out that Mr. Asquith would receive the women 
on the following Saturday. His guarded reply 
at the end of this interview was quite unlixe 
his former uncompromising rejection of the 
suffrage demand. 


Militancy and War | 
The revolutionary movement occupied people’s 
minds, side by side with the Ulster rebellion, 
all through July. Horrible outrages upon two 
Scottish women in prison, exposed in Vorzs 
FOR WOMEN, caused questions to be asked in 
the House, and it was plain that want of 
imagination and cruelty were doing their worst 
in order to quench an agitation that was un- 
quenchable because it was based on a passionate 
desire for freedom. When things were at their 
worst, the European War broke out, and after 
August 4 human life, as well as mere property, 
were attacked and sacrificed by the militancy 
of men. 
The Effect on the Movement 


On the outbreak of war the Women’s Social 
and Political Union announced that their activi- 
ties would be suspended for the present, in view 
of the grave national crisis, and in the House of 
‘Commons, Mr. McKenna stated that he had 
“advised His Majesty to remit the remainder 
of the sentences of all persons now undergoing 
terms of imprisonment for crimes connected with 
the suffrage agitation —a wise decision that 


| was somewhat discounted by the grudging man- 


ner in which it Was afterwards in 


ted, espe- 


~ | cially in Ireland, where Suffragists on bail had |. 


to come up for trial before their freedom was 
assured. Miss Christabel Pankhurst came to 


London and: addressed a public mening in 2 


Opera House; and Mrs. Pankhurst has 


It was 
probably the most dramatic scene that has yet | P 
taken 


dressed several public meetings during the 
autumn, speaking chiefly on the war. 


Suffragists and Relief 

A very 
frage societies, including the National Union of 
Women’s Suffrage Societies, confined their acti- 
vities after war broke out mainly to the relief 
of distress caused through the war. The East 
London Federation and the Women’s Freedom 
League carried on suffrage work as well as relief 
works. Individual suffragists subordinated their 
cause to the universal distress, and started 
schemes such as the Women’s Emergency Corps, 
in which they worked together with Anti-Suffra- 
gists. Suffragist women doctors went in num- 
bers to the front, and one unit, the Women’s 


| Hospital Corps, headed by the two militants, 


Dr. Louisa Garrett Anderson and Dr. Flora 


Murray, has been recognised by the War Office. 


The U.S. Kept the Flag Flying 


The United Suffragists, foreseeing that the 
greater war at home against the “oppression 
of women would still go on, continued to keep 
the suffrage flag flying, and undertook no relief 
work unless this name could be given to their 
Women’s Club at Southwark, opened in Novem- 
ber, which. has formed a centre for suffrage pro- 
paganda in South London, besides offering at- 


tractions to many women rendered lonely 


through the war. Their prophecy rapidly came 
true, and all through the dark months of the 
dying year they have been championing the 
rights and exposing the wrongs of the soldier’s 
wife and children, of the sweated woman work- 
ing for Government subcontractors, of the 
court-martialled prostitute at Cardiff, and other 
victims of a nation at war that had refused to 
establish the status of women in time of peace. 
The U.S. have called public attention to such 
wrongs in public meetings, in their paper, Vorxs 
FOR WoMEN, in correspondence with the Cabinet 
and with Private Members. Flourishing 
branches of the Society have been started in 
Amersham, Bolton, Stroud, and Edinburgh, 
while others are in course of formation. 


The U.S. and Votes for Women” 


In August, just after the war broke out, Mr. 
and Mrs. Pethick Lawrence fulfilled the 
romise made to the U.S. at their great meeting 
in the Kingsway Hall in July, and handed over 
the paper Votes rox WomEN to them. The 
U.S. Committee, with a full consciousness of the 
value of the gift, made it their organ forthwith, 


determining as far as lay in their power to re- 


tain its high standard and to carry on the work 


which had been so admirably done in its columns | 


by its Founders and Editors, Mr. and Mrs. 
Pethick Lawrence. | 


Mr. and Mrs. Pethick Lawrence 


The Votes ror Women Fellowship, which 
had united so many Suffragists all over the 
world, and held in 1914 a mass meeting in the 
Kingsway Hall at which Sir Harry: Johnston 
and others spoke, was dissolved by Mr. and 


Mrs. Pethick Lawrence when they severed their 


connection with the paper, and the bulk of the 
Fellows joined the U.S., as did also the late 
Editors. 
accepted the invitation to sit on the Committee, 


and had her original intention been carried out. 


of making a Suffrage tour round the world, she. 
would have gone as a delegate from the U.S. 
When the war put an end to this scheme, and. 
Mrs. Lawrence went to New York instead, to 
help to inaugurate a world peace movement with 
woman suffrage as its basis, she retired from. 
the U.S. Committee in order to leave herself 
quite free as to the attitude she might feel called 
upon to take we in regard to this International 
movement. Mr. Pethick Lawrence joined her 
eventually in New York; both are still mem- 
bers of the U.S., and our readers have had 


several opportunities of reading interesting 


communications from Mrs. Lawrence’s pen. 


| Some Gains 
Some gains have been won by women during 
the year which do not appear in the preceding 
summary. The Bishop of Worcester ruled, last 


large number of Suffragists and Suf- 


Mrs. Pethick Lawrence further 
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alf, and Black 


spring, that there was nothing in his diocesan 
constitution to prevent women from sitting on 
Church Councils; and Miss Yeatman-Biggs, his 
daughter, was the first so to be elected in the 
Rural Deanery of Kidderminster. This was 


followed 1 by the action of the Church Con- 


gress in at which two important resolu- 
tions were | „giving women the right 19 


vote in the election of Church Councils and the 
right to sit on parochial Church Councils. The 
question of policewomen has roused great inter- 


est during the year, and the first English police- 


woman was appointed at Liverpool in March, 
while an admirable corps of amateur police- 
women were equipped by the W. F. L. in London 
at the outbreak of the war, and have been sanc- 
tioned, though not recognised, by the Home 
Office. An interesting organisation, the British 
Dominions Woman Suffrage Union, was formed 
last summer through the instrumentality of 
Miss Hodge and Miss Newcomb, who have con- 
tributed many important articles to VoTES FOR 
Women. 


Women in Industry and Professions 


Two incidents affecting the position of women 
workers stand out especially during 1914. One 
is the shameful attack upon women’s right to 
work which took place at the Sharlston Colliery, 
Yorkshire, last January, when the miners, with 
the support of Mr. Wadsworth, a Labour M.P., 
protested successfully against the employment of 
women at the pit brow. The other is the Report 
of the Civil Service Commission in April, which 


is notable because a majority of the Commis- 


sioners urged that an attempt should be made 
to secure equal pay for equal work as between 
men and women, while a fairly large minority 
favoured the abolition of the practice of dis- 
charging women Civil Servants on marriage. 
The Report, however, favoured the continuance 
of the exclusion of women from the higher 
grades of the Service. 


- = — 


vet unenfranchised, reached an interesting 


4 
4 I. 
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There have been many Bills before Parliamen 
affecting women particularly. Both the ‘Welsh 
and the Scottish Home Rule Bills; introduced 
by private members in March and May vespec- 
tively, included a clause extending the suffrage 
to women. A graye disability of women was 


removed by the Local Government Act, passed 
in August, which made the qualification for | 


women candidates on municipal councils a resi- 
dential one, thus preventing the exclusion in 
practice of married women from candidature. 
A Bill to make it posstble for women to become 
solicitors was introduced by Mr. J. W. Hills, 
M.P., in March, but was not proceeded with. 
The new Nationality and Status of Aliens Act, 
passed in the autumn, adversely affects women 
in not removing the clause forcing women to 
take the nationality of their husband; and so 
does the Criminal Administration of Justice 
Act, of which several clauses are aimed at those 
who break the law for conscience’ sake. 


The Movement in America 
The American Suffrage movement 
in 1914 along two distinct lines. In the first of 
these, directed towards winning the woman’s 
vote in separate States, a signal success was 
gained in the November elections when 


‘Montana and Nevada were added to the 


Suffrage States, thus making eleven in all, with 
equal suffrage, while the twelfth, Illinois, has 
Presidential and Municipal suffrage. Massa- 


chusetts and New Jersey were also added to 


the number of campaign States during the 
year through the passage of the Suffrage 
amendment through both Houses of the Legis- 
lature for the first of the two occasions neces- 
sary before reference to the electors, The 
second campaign, for securing in Congress the 
passage of the Suffrage amendment to the Con- 


stitution, whereby the question could be re- 
ferred at once to the electors in all the States 


stage in March, when the Senate cast 35 votes 


thirds majority being required, this was mat 
actually victory, In May, the Judiciary Com- 
mittee of the House took a neutral course with 
regard to the Bill and reported it without com- 
ment. It has been again reported favourably 
in the ‘Senate sinee the debate in March, but 
is still blocked in the House owing to the oppe- 
sition of the Democrat Party and want of sup- 
port from the President. This bas occasioned 


American Suffragists, many of whem have 

votes, which resulted in the defeat of many 

Democrat candidates at the recent elections. 
Suffrage in Other Countries 


on August 12, the Althing adopted the reformed 
Constitution proposed in 1913, by which women 
over forty years of age enjoy the same political 
rights as men over 25, with the added stipula- 
tion that the age limit for women is to be 
gradually lowered on each registration until it 
stands at 25. In Sweden, the question af 
national defence caused the resignation of the 
Liberal Government, which placed woman 
suffrage on its programme last January, and 


into power after the elections did not make it: 
a party plank. A private Bill introduced by 
a Liberal was debated in September, and was 


to 84, but defeated in the First Chamber by 
76 votes to 46. In Denmark, the situation has 
been curiously disappointing. There was 
every prospect of success last July, when the 
elections resulted in the return of an Upper 
House favourable to the Government Reform 
Bill, which included full Woman Suffrage. 
Then the war came, and, like other so-called 
neutral countries, Denmark has been absorbed 
ever since in the question of defence. 
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Sale Price, | 
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1 Fleet Street, London, E. C. 


any 1. 


to 34 jn favour of the Bill, though, a two- 


the anti-Democrat policy of a large section of 


A victory is to be recorded in Iceland, where, 3 


the New Conservative Government which came 


adopted in the Second Chamber by 107 votes. 
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IN THE TRENCHES while che polive—who now the Armenian said it was quite ridiculous and unnecessary that 
3 ; ee Christians here as alien enemies,“ and dog their she should be put to such inconvenience. | 
{We think our readers may be interested in the: footsteps everywhere forbid m hay 

following account taken from a letter written to 0 rmit * in — — — 1 will’ send instructions to the Police Authorities to 


it in the spirit in whi 5 N 
a member-of the U.S. by another member, now |.Office for France, which I thought would suffice: at | hon — take tan ae — like the 4 
at the front. least for à day or two. But as # matter of fact | Huguenots, on promises (for I am of French and 3 
Northern France the magistrates would no listen to my explanations Swiss origin). I ask for justice and redress for the 22 
oo. no with ah ie w tee dans Guest of during the very short time allotted: to me to speak, | Armenians, and I leave the matter to the judgment * 
am up with the guns for a few days (a sort of but were apparently discussing the maximum fine | of the fair-minded British public. Vours, &c., 2 
d week-end in the trenches ), and think you may they dared impose. The next minute I was abruptly (Madame) Lucy THOUMAIAN. 


be interested to have my first. impressions of the fined £20 or one month, and hustled, more: or less oe (née Rosier de Vieme.) 
actual firing line. i Toughly, out of Court, without opportunity of re-] Oakhurst, Chigwell, Essex. December 24, 1914. 


“Death Scurrying Over the Roof” In a letter mi my pe elen, dated December 10, 
Well, I know now what the trenches are like, and to my husband Rev. Prof, Thoumaian from a 
alsd what it feels like to be within measurable friend, a very. well-known British M. P., who at our To the Editors of Vorn ron Won. 
distance of extinction and I can assure you I Monee had * to the Home Secretary, Mr. Dear Editors;—In view of the distress caused 
don't like either The trenches themselves defy Kenna, of the present grievances of the Arme-| by the war to the educated woman worker, the 


nians, occur the following words: Except in that | Conservative d oni: 
-degoription. They are colossal and appalling. Can respect ”—theeregistration, which we have all com- bina: 1 


Jou imagine the underground crossing at the Man- plied with“ he — Mr. MeKenna—“ is willing in] Gardens, South Kensington, for the reception of 
sion House, with all the passages reduced to a every way to give free movement „the emphasis is ladies who are —— trained or ane sacking 
width of two feet and carpeted with the slime. of 1 and every other ‘consideration to the employment. a | 
thd Thames mud? Add to that the cold of a London Te ie ¢ | 7 ests will be maintained free of chargé for a 


s it “free movement to force Armenians iod of one . * 
fog at dawn, and death scurrying over the, roof, “Britain's. good friends,” to report daily to the| ho employment hes been found. (helt note uiſt be 


and you may get some idea of it. But it requires police like evil-doers ; to expect them (as it was reconsidered. All applicants must be of British 
some great master of words to do it justice. To expected of me whilst 1 Was ill) to tramp for an | birth and must — two personal references. 

mo it was intensely interesting—and 1 was in a hour daily in heavy 9 country to the] Sufficient funds have been subscribed by the 
blue funk for a corisiderable part of the time. To| Nearest podce. station and back; to ruin, many | members of the Conservative and Unionist Women’s 

“Seer ä * Armenian Christians in this country (to the damage Franchise Association and their friends to enable 
begin with, one walks there—to within 250 yards of British trade) by all sorts of tio : 

. | | gent fh e) by all sorts of vexatious, unneces- the Committee to keep the Hostel open for six 
of the German trenches—down a high road in the ‘sary bye-laws which hamper and destroy commerce? months. The greater part of the furniture has also 
open. A sufficiently casual performance to turn have before me a letter from Sir ard Grey been given or lent by members and their friends. 

warren. L thought I knew something, about mud Is che stove “favourable consideration”? All this| All applications must be made in the first placa 
by this time, but I didn’t. And this is more than was promised # month ago, and in the House of | i 1 first place 

Sime, House of in writing to the Secretary of the Conservative and 
mud. It is primordial slime, that was before life | Commons, too, by the Home Secretary, but in vain. Unionist Women’s Franchise Association, 48. Dover 
and will be after death. You wade in it literally] And meanyhile the Armenians continue to suffer. | Street, Piccadilly, W., who will forward a form of 
up to your knees, and you can go wading in it In the first letter above uated, now before me) application to be filled in.— Tours, KO., 
for hundreds of miles. It permeates everything. the same friend. M. P. — added: told him (the Mists bnd 
Thé infantry have to live suteared in it, to sleep Heme Secretary) the case of Mme. Thoumaian. He r 
in it, to eat food, coated with it. Life in tbe 
trenches consists in à constant struggle not 80 : 
much dgainst the Germans as against ft. It ib 


almost symbolical of the struggle of civilisation 4 
against barbarism. And at night it turns to af S IN. 1 9 1 5 
sort of freezing mixture, and slowly saps the | 


vitklity out of you and stiffens you till you ache in| ,, | — 
every limb. The three days and nights that the The offices at 3, Adam Street, will reopem next | UNIT : ¢ Tk © 
: nf pRtry spend up;there must be like hell—with the Monday, January 4, at 10 o’clock, when the work — ED SUFFER AGI ST 8 


— 


OF THE c. K A. 


12 


— * 
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fire out. | of our great Spring Campaign will begin. The q 
seceionate. don't 10 do more work than ever in 1915, 3, 5150 Regent 
or the bullets, they, the professionals, don’t | and in order that they may effectively carry out | : Purple, White, and Orange ‘ 
seem to bother about them. The subaltern with 
— 1 nchen fried bully, programme helpers of every kind will be neces | 


chobolate creams out of a white box tied up with [sary, including speakers, paper-sellers, bill distri- | | 
blue: ribbon !—taid that one became absolutely | butors,. and members who will do clerical work in| OBJECT :- To secure a Govern- 
fatalistic after Ps: tothe 3 time. i 5 the office. Already we have a to 3 ment measure to give women the 
an uncomfortable feeling in the pit of my in a great d tration with the Women N e 
stomach. I was looking, through a periscope at 
some bodies that have been lying out between the dom League in Trafalgar Square on January 23. Vote on equal terms with men. 
lines for weeks, when the Germans put a bullet Then in the middl e of February we shall hold * f | . 
smack through it, about a foot above my head. It meeting in the Kingsway Hall, for which tickets | ö 
was enone — gg Oy — 8 had bee can be obtained in a few days from the Ticket Membership Card 
hit} and, naturally, myself all over to see if it Secretary. We look forward to vigorous pro- | a a , ä 
was me. A few later I was sitting wilt be. — The United Suffragists- 
bullet dipped between two men who: were cooking work, and we hope to start many new ones during : : nate y co- 
their dinner; and struck the bank within four feet the next few months. At Manchester a big meeting operate on equal terms in one organisation for the 
4 of me. I removed myself to the sübaiterns dug- will be held in conjunction with the Manchester | enfranchisement of women. 5 
out and fet very tnhappy. 


Men's League on January 20, when there will be a ) Regard Woman Suffrage as the foremost pok⸗ 


“Casual and Stupid” 3 strong platform of London and local speakers. ‘tical issue of the day, and will work without son : 
If suddenly realised how much I enjoyed life and Our Appeal for Workers + 2 : ety | 3 
how little 1 wasited.to be flicked out. of it in this One nis sidering the interests of any political party. 


; We make a most earnest appeal to all members (8) Revognise various forms of suff K 
abominably casual way. That's how it struck me sufrage activity as 
‘utterly to come and of our of value, and are ready to contribute any kind of 
al shots, they were just stray bullets from movement. or never situation more 
desultory firing that goes on all the time. Later critical. Votes for Women, always necessary, are e according to their capacity and conviction. 


4 telephone. That, too was a curious sensation. must have votes in 1915, and the work br greater fee, but members are relied upon to support the . 

The sound of your own shells going over your head than a few can manage. We depend on numbers— Society to the best of their ability. | . 

was a blessed relief, but when you peeped up over | not merely of members, but of workers. ot 


the * 2 Membership is open to everyone who endorses tho 
and the necessity of, spotting it, an e other ha sbiect: this : 
was wondering whether something was going to REPORT OF THE BOLTON BRANCH 
come out OF THE U.S. any other Society, militant or non-militant. 3 

wos part was going home in the evening to tes Thie Editors are to be congratulated on the spien-| I wish to join the United Suffragists, vos. 

and safety—climbing up out of the trench on to did issue of the Christmas number. All our papers object I approve * ee — 

that road with your back to the enemy. Uncon- were quickly sold out, many strangers buying | ‘ 5 20 ag 

— one's] copies, and some paying double price for a copy. | | 2.5 

walking much faster than usual. So ended| Our thanks go out to Mrs. John Almond for her | (Me., Mrs., or Miss) 

my Arst days experience of actual danger. untiring devotion as pitch captain in the regulation Please write clearly. 

of the prtches—also to the Editors for the eneourage- 

tion runs: To the memory of 1 20 men of t Scrap of Paper. Whilst men are fighting at the Address eb 

— Regiment killed by shell front, the Suffragists feél proud to be “in the 

I must go. There is a message coming through trenches ’ fighting the war fiend at home. We are} 8 ec 

on the ’phone—it is my watch at the guns., | glad to weleomg one of our new members, Miss ee ee dete e 85 

I Dawson, as paper-seller, and hope more will follow. | 

0 the Editors of Vorne ron Won. Please note members’ meetings take place 

De | Sat urda 1 was t and third Mondays in eaelr month. Wil mem rst 

English magistr as an vied By 2 attend. regularly if possible? Next meeting, Janu-| Fill in the above Form and post it to Hor. See, 
case was entirely instance, | | | 


3, 1915, in the Börough Hall, 7.90. United Suffragists, 3. Adam Street, Londen, W. C. 
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COMPARISON OF PUNISHMENTS 


LIGHT SENTENCES 
Assaults on Girls 
The Susser Daily News (December 
14) reports the case of a young man, 
aged 19, charged with indecently as- 
saulting two little girls, aged 8 and 9. 
The prisoner pleaded guilty, and had 
nothing to say. 
Sentence: Three months’ hard labour. 


HEAVY SENTENCES 

Assault on a Boy 

The Daily Citizen (December 18) re- 
ports the case of a man, aged 64 
scribed as the pastor of a Hackney 
mission hall, who was charged wi 
assaulting a boy in a picture palace. 
The prisoner, who protested his inno- 
cence, was stated to have been con- 


-victed on several other occasions for 


similar offences. 
Five years’ penal servi- 
e. 


Craelty to a Horse 

The Woolwich Pioneer (December 
18) reports the case of a carman 
charged at the Woolwich Police Court 
with cruelty to a horse. A veterinary 
surgeon said the animal, which the 
prisoner had made to work, was in 
poor condition, and recovering from 
an illness; it must have been unfit for 
work for over a week. A _ policeman 
said he had known the prisoner for 
some years as “working poor old 
crocks.”’ 


Sentence: Fined £4, and 10s.. 6d. 


costs. 


Stealing coats 
The Morning Advertiser (December 


16) reports the case of a coster charged 


with stealing four coats in a house at 
Mile End. Prisoner pleaded guilty. 
Four previous convictions were proved 
against him, and police evidence was 
given that he belonged to a gang of 
thieves known as the “ parlour- 
jumpe:s.”’ 

Sentence : 


Twelve months hard 
labour. | 


“ Inexcusable” Treatment of Wife 


Lloyd’s Weekly News (December 20) 
reports the case of a labourer charged 
with assaulting his wife. The couple 
are living apart. The wife said the 
husband frequently molested her in 
the street, and he had thrown stones 
at the window of her house. On De- 
cember 7 he punched her and kicked 
her. Prisoner said he was annoyed in 
the first instance by seeing his wife 
with another man, and on the night 
in question she had greatly aggra- 
vated him. The magistrate said pri- 
soner’s conduct was quite inexcusable. 

Sentence: Two months’ hard labour. 


Fraud on Shopkeepers 

The Manchester Guardian (Decem- 
ber 12) reports the trial of a 
clerk and an 5 on the charge of 
conspiracy and false pretences. re 
were five charges inst them, in- 
volving sums of £3 15s. 6d., £5 Os. 6d. 
£3 7s. Ad., £1 17s. 6d., and £2 8s. 6d. 
The transactions of the two, which the 
Manchester Guardian stigmatises as 
“ingenious fraud, were conducted by 
means of cheques which were di 
honoured at the bank, payment for 
purchases having been made with 
them the change received in 
cash. Both men were found guilty, 
and previous convictions were proved. 

Sentence: Fiqhteen and fifteen 
months’ imprisonment. 


_ spectively. 


VALUE OF BOYS AND 


We wish to remind our readers that 


dur use of the words light and heavy 


in our weekly comparison of pun- 
ishments” is a comparative one. 

may be conceived as possible to argue 
that two months’ imprisonment is 
actually adequate sentence for almost 
any crime; but when it is inflicted for 


_ assaulting a woman, while mere theft 


is punished with sentences five or six 
(or. far more) times as long. then it 
seems relatively very light indeed. 
But the particular pair of sentences 
to which we. wish most earnestly to 
call our rea attention this week 
is the pair we have put first - two 
cases of assault on boys and girls re- 
course, term 
“assault” covers a multitude of sins 
of widely differing seriousness, and in 
the particular cases we give this week 
it may well be that the offence in the 
more heavily punished case was of a 
much worse kind than the other. But 


anyone who has followed our week] 
ex 


re of British “justice” wi 

know that a comparison of sentences 
in canes of the worst ible kind of 
ass on girls with those of the 
worst possible kind on boys shows a 
much heavier scale of punishment for 
the latter. (For instance, we quoted 
on December 4 a sentence of only 
eighteen months’ hard labour for a 
criminal assault on a little girl of 
twelve years old which had resulted in 


the girl being preqnant.) Suffragists 


must ask themselves the reason of 
this distinction. Is a boy so much 
more valuable than a girl? Is the 
girl to be so much less rigorously pro- 
tected? Or is the wickedness of the 
crime judged on some scale which does 
not consider the harm inflicted? And 
if so, why should the fixing of that 
scale lie exclusively with men? 


A WINTER SALE 
Some remarkable bargains in boots 
and shoes are advertised by Messrs. 


Hanan-Gingell, of 332, Oxford Street. 


Their winter sale commences on Mon- 


day. January 4. and in these days, | 
when the cost of footwear has so in- | perf 
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be much appreciated. It would be 
impossible to describe the many diffe- 
rent and interesting-looking shoes 
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COMING EVENTS 
The Merrymaids’ Concert Party will 
Ive a variety entertainment at the 
uffrage Club on Tuesday, January 5, 
at 8 p.m., in aid of the funds of the 
International Suffrage Shop (new ad- 
dress, 5, Duke. Street, Villiers Street, 
where tickets can be ob- 
ned. 


The United Suffragists, in conjunc- 
tion with other societies, will hold a 
demonstration in Trafalgar Square on 
January 23, to protest against women 


particulars next week. 
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“THE COCKYOLLY BIRD” 

_ “The Cockyolly Bird,” which began 
its second season of daily matinées on 
Boxing Day at the Little Theatre, is 
emphatically a woman’s enterprise. 
Miss Gertrude Kingston is not only 
sole proprietress of the Little Theatre, 
ted with Mrs. Percy 
Dearmer in all productions of the 
Holiday Theatre. Mrs. Dearmer once 
more relies on Miss Rosabel Watson's 
ladies’ orchestra for the music; the 
costumes, some by Jenn Moore, 
others by Pamela Colman-Smith, are 
North. The 
dances are devised and taught by 
Gwladys Dillon, while Mrs. Dearmer 
herself has not only written the play 
and drawn the posters, but has here, 
as in all her other plays, acted as 
“producer,” directing rehearsals of 
acting, of scene-shifting, and of light- 
ing—a branch of stage work which 
very few women have carried out suc- 
cessfully. . 


“THE SHEPHERDS” 
A Nativity play called “The Shep- 
herds” is to be produced at the West- 
minster Cathedral Hall on Janua 55 
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The author of the play is Father 


Cuthbert. O. S. F. C. 
Miss Edith Craig, our good suffra- 


cast, which includes Mr. Patrick Kir- 
wan and Miss Ellen O'Malley. The 
ormances are under the patronage 
of Cardinal Bourne and other distin- 
guished persons: Tickets mav be ob- 


agency. New Bond Street. and from 
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A GREAT Event—now in progress—at which unparalleled © 
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68, Upper Street, London, N. 


Mr. FREDK. d. BOUCHER, Assist. Dental Surgeon. 


Established 35 years. 
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2 Qualified Medical Man. 6d. 
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